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Teaching with Primary Sources and the LOUISiana Digital Librar

isiana Gumbo Lesson Resource 

na Gumbo: A Recipe for Empowerment Project is funded by a grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS).  Grant partners include the State Library of Louisiana, the 
na Digital Library, the Louisiana State Museum, and The Historic New Orleans Collectio 

aching with Poster Art: World War I Propaganda Posters 

ject   Social Studies 
des   8-11 
e Frame              2-3 days, 50-minute periods.  Lesson activities can be modified to shorten the 

time required for this lesson. 

son Abstract 
ents investigate 1) primary source poster art as historical analysis and 2) how the elements of 
er design interplay to accomplish the author’s/artist’s/poster’s primary objective.  Supplemental 
vity: students use MS Publisher to produce an effective poster illustrating a person, event or idea in 
ory or current events. 

 lesson integrates primary historical documents and artifacts housed in the LOUISiana Digital 
ary, http://louisdl.louislibraries.org, with classroom instruction. 

son Format 
ical thinking and analysis, technology-based lesson, primary source investigation, peer 
aboration 

ectives 
1. Students use analysis guidelines to evaluate primary source poster art  
2. Students use technology resources and Internet poster collections to research poster art as 

historical analysis and interpretation 
3. Students demonstrate their understanding of effective historical poster art by production of 

an effective, accurate event-based poster 
 
isiana Benchmarks 
tent Standards and Grade Level Expectations:   
• H-1A-M2  demonstrating historical perspective through the WW I, social, and economic 

context in which an event or idea occurred;  
• H-1A-M4  analyzing historical data using primary and secondary sources;  
• H-1A-H2  explaining and analyzing events, ideas, and issues within a historical context;  
• H-1A-H3  interpreting and evaluating the historical evidence presented in primary and 

secondary sources;  
• H-1A-H4  utilizing knowledge of facts and concepts drawn from history and methods of 

historical inquiry to analyze historical and contemporary issues;  
• H-1B-H11 analyzing the significant changes that evolved in the United States between World 

War I and the Great Depression;  
• H-1B-H11 analyzing the significant changes that evolved in the United States between World 

War I and the Great Depression;  
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Educational Technology Standards:    

• Make informed choices among technology systems, resources, and services.  
• Demonstrate knowledge and skills of Internet use and other resources consistent with 

acceptable use policies including the legal consequences of plagiarism and the need for 
authenticity in student work through an understanding of copyright issues.  

• Refine knowledge and enhance skills in keyboarding, word processing, desktop publishing, 
spreadsheets, databases, multimedia, and telecommunications in preparing and presenting 
classroom projects.  

• Collaborate (e.g., desktop conferencing, e-mail, on-line discussions) with peers, experts, and 
others to compile, synthesize, produce and disseminate information, models, and other creative 
works.  

• Use appropriate technology to locate, retrieve, organize, analyze, evaluate, and communicate 
information for problem solving and decision making.  

  Materials  
• Copies of current newspapers and/or news-oriented magazines. 
• Computers; ratio of 1 computer per 1 student group 
• net site, The LOUISiana Digital Library Inter http://louisdl.louislibraries.org.  
• The WWI  Posters Guide Questions 
• Poster Rubric 
• Teacher Evaluation of Poster Presentations Guideline Chart  

ched to browsing guide) 
• ry 

• Peer Evaluation of Posters  
• The WWI Posters Student Worksheet (atta
 WW I Poster Galle (/WWIposters.pps) 

Pre-les

 will use these to research 

4. rs.  Each group of students will need 
puter and an Internet connection. 

 Le  Pr

 
son Preparation 

Make 1 copy per student or group of the WWI Posters Student W1. orksheet, the Evaluation 
of Poster Presentations Guideline Chart and the Poster Rubric. 
Gather copies of newspaper2. s and news magazines.  Students
current issues in the news. 

3. Divide the class into groups of 2 or 3 students.   
As needed, schedule or plan for access to compute
access to a com

  
sson ocedures: 

As an introduction to this activity, run th1. e WW I Poster Gallery images
 as students enter the class. 
In a whole c2. lass setting, discuss the meaning of bias, mood, setting.   Include other words 
as needed.  
Explain that students will work with a partner to complete an activity that will introduce 
them to World War I propaganda posters.  Students will also apply wh

3. 

4. 

at they learn to 
create an original propaganda poster about an event in current news.   
Using one of the WW I Propaganda Posters from the LOUISiana Digital Library (search 
for “war posters”), display poster for the class to view.   Ask students to examine the poster 
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quietly and write their thoughts on a sheet of paper.   Allow 4-5 minutes for students to 

6. 

study the poster. 
5. Discuss student findings; write student ideas on the board. 

Distribute copies of the WW I Posters Student Worksheet.    
7. Examine the poster together using questions from the WWI Posters Student Worksheet. 

Compare these responses with the individual responses that were written on the board. 

9. s 
net 

orksheet questions to discover 
tical commentators used WW I 

10. 
11. 

8. Explain that using the guide questions while studying a propaganda poster helps students 
consider all aspects of the visual in determining the author’s/artist’s intent.     
Student research phase. Explain the activity directions to the class and allow student group
to begin the activity.  Each group of students will need access to a computer with Inter
access.  Students will use the WW I Propaganda Posters W
how historians, the United States government and poli
Propaganda Posters.  Allow enough time for completion. 
Whole class debriefing:  discuss student worksheets.  
To illustrate how collection of similar items can indicate trends within the nation or can 
shape public opinion, view the WW I Poster Gallery together as a class.   (Slideshow 
posters are housed in the LOUISiana Digital Library.) Help students identify the types of 
messages the artists were trying to convey.  Consider how fonts, colors and images con
specific meanings or messages.  Afte

vey 
r viewing the poster display, ask students to use what 

 

12.  time remaining to search newspapers and news 
he 

13. 
aint, MS Word or similar 

s 

14. Poster Gallery:  Day 2 or 3. Students use the Poster Rubric and  Peer Critique of WWI 
paganda Posters chart to view and evaluate peer displays.   

  
 As s

• valuation of Group WW I Propaganda Posters guidelines 
 

Ac uilt Into the Lesson 

aterials can be modified for individual needs 

is activity with posters from any historical period. 

they learned from the posters to describe the atmosphere and prevalent attitudes in the
United States during World War I.  
Allow each set of partners to use the
magazines for current event issues or individuals.  Partners should make their choice by t
beginning of the next class session. 
Day 2. Student groups/partners will use an event or person from the news to produce an 
original Propaganda Poster.   Students will use MS Publisher, P
available program to produce an effective representation of their chosen event.  Student
should follow the guidelines established by the Poster Rubric. 

Pro

ses ment 
• Poster Rubric 

E
• The WW I Propaganda Posters Student Worksheet

 
commodations/Modifications B
• Cooperative grouping 
• Small class segments 
• Pre-teach vocabulary words 
• Activity m
• Debriefing provides systematic feedback 

 
Extension 

eachers may use thT
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The Propaganda Poster as His y: ubri

___________                  Date ___________________ 

 Exceptional Strong Average Needs 
Improvement Weak 

tor  Poster R c 
 
Name __________
 

Basic Inform
5 4 3 2 1 

ation 
Who produced the poster?   
When was the poster produced? 
Submitted on time 

Graphics 
Uses colors appropriately to 
convey a message.  Colors do
distract from primary poster g
Uses symbols appropriately an
purposely.  Symbols do not dis
from primary  poster g

 not 
oal. 
d 
tract 

oal. 
Uses text style and phrasing 
appropriatel osely.  
Symbols d ct from 

5 4 3 2 1 

y and purp
o not distra

primary  poster goal. 

Content 
Primary goal or purpose is eviden
Contains accurate information 
Historical period, ev

t. 

Spelling and grammar appropriate 
to the message (if unconventional 
formats are used, the artist provides 
footnote exp ) 

5 4 3 2 1 

ent is evident 
Arrangement of the  poster 
elements (color, text, symbols, 
shapes) successfully conveys the 
intended message. 

lanation

Totals      

 
Poster Score  ____/____ Total Pts   _____/100 %   _____ Letter Grade 
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WWI Student Worksheet: Analyzing Propaganda Posters Browsing Guide Questions 

irections 
1. Search the LOUISiana Digital Library for War posters--American--1910-1920

 
D

 

3. Answer each of the following questions as you study your selected poster. 
2. Study the posters and select one poster that interests you. 

 
 
1.  What is the subject of the poster? Is the poster based on a real person/event? 

.  What stands out to you? Images created by the choice of words or symbols? Information inferred? 
acial expression, body language, style of dress?   

.  What is the mood of the poster? How does it make you feel when you examine the poster? Why? 

 the event/person/period? How is each character or 
vent portrayed? 

.  How does the artist use symbols and/or images on the poster?   

.  What do you think the artist/author might be trying to communicate about her/his subject? What is 
e desired effect? Is the author/artist trying to influence or lead public opinion, project public opinion 

r bias, highlight or simplify the significance of an event? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
2
F
 
 
 
 
 
 
3
 
 
 
 
 
4.  Does the poster present an accurate picture of
e
 
 
5.  How does the artist use color on the poster? 
 
 
 
6
 
 
 
 
7
th
o

 
 

6                                                                ©Louisiana Gumbo, 2007       LOUISiana Digital Library,   http://louisdl.louislibraries.org 
 

http://cdm16313.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/collection/AAW/searchterm/war%20posters%20--%20american%20--%201910-1920/field/subjec/mode/all/conn/and/order/date/ad/asc


Louisiana Gumbo Lesson Resource                                                                         Battle of New Orleans: Art as History 

Teacher Evaluation of Group Poster 

ame: _____________________________ 
 
 ch nd supply
  
Display 
Number 

rengths of Cartoon Display; 
uggestions for Improvement 

Accuracy of Information; 
Suggestions for Improvement 

  
N

Analyze ea of the political cartoon displays a  the following information: 

St
S

1   
  
 
 

  

2   
  

 
 

  

3   
 
 
  

  

4   
 
 
  

  

5   
 
 
 

  

6   
 
 
  

  

7   
  

 
 

  

8   
 
 
  

  

9   
  
 
 

  

10  
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Peer Critique: Group Propaganda poster 
 ____
 
 Analyze each of the propaganda poster displays and supply the following information: 
  
Display 

mber 
trengths of  poster Display; 

ggestions for Improvement 
Accuracy of Information; Suggestions 

r Improvement 

Name: __ _______________________ 

Nu
S
Su fo

1   
  

 
 

  

2   
  
 
 

  

3   
 
 
  

  

4   
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7   
  
 
 

  

8   
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10   
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